A comparison of intramuscular ketorolac with indomethacin suppositories in the treatment of pain after oral surgery.
The analgesic effects of 30 mg intramuscular ketorolac were compared with those of rectal indomethacin in 100 mg and 200 mg doses in 66 patients in a single-blinded trial. Pain scores and the incidence of nausea and vomiting were assessed at 30, 60 and 120 minutes postoperatively, at discharge (4 hours) and on the evening of surgery. Area under the curve of pain scores versus time for pain at 30, 60 and 120 minutes postoperatively was significantly lower in the ketorolac group compared to indomethacin 100 mg and 200 mg groups. There were no significant differences in the pain scores at discharge or at home on the evening of surgery. At 60 minutes postoperatively there was significantly more nausea and vomiting in the indomethacin 200 mg group; at all other time-points there was no significant difference between the groups with regard to nausea and vomiting. The power of the study to determine the significance of side-effects between the groups was low.